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Overview

Ch. 1 General Licensing Information*

Ch. 2 Obtaining a License/Permit/Identification Card*
Ch. 3 Testing Information*

Ch. 4 Other Services and Information*

Ch. 5 Traffic Laws

Ch. 6 Teen Driving Laws

Ch. 7 Signs, Signals, and Markings

Ch. 8 Safety Guidelines

Ch. 9 Sharing the Road

Ch. 10 Losing Your Driving Privileges

Ch. 11 Accidents
Chapters 1 through 4 are not included in this manual.
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Ch. 5 Traffic Laws

o Three Basic Traffic Laws:
1. Obey traffic lights and traffic signs

2. Obey traffic directions given by
police officers and firefighters

3. Never drive on roads that are
closed for construction or special
events
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Right-of-Way

o Right-of-way Is a phrase that describes who can enter a
road, change lanes on a road, make a turn from a road,
drive through an intersection, or make any other
movement on the road.

o Sometimes a driver or pedestrian (a person walking)
may have the legal right-of-way over someone else,
even though the other person does not realize it and iIs
not obeying the rules of the road. When that happens,
you should yield the right-of-way In order to prevent a
crash.
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Most Common Right-of-Way Situations

o If you come to an intersection where there is a stop sign on your side of
the road, but not a stop sign for the other traffic on the road, then you
must stop and yield the right-of-way to traffic traveling in the intersection
or close to the intersection.

o If you come to an intersection with no stop signs, no yield signs, or no
traffic lights, and another vehicle comes to the intersection at the same
time, then the vehicle on the left must yield the right-of-way to the
vehicle on the right.

o Ata four way intersection where all drivers have stop signs facing them,
if there are people walking, then all drivers must first yield those who are
walking. After that, the drivers should proceed through the intersection
based on “first to arrive at the intersection, first to go” order. If two
vehicles reach the intersection at the same time, then the vehicle on the
left should yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.
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Important Right-of-Way Tips

o Take your turn when it Is safe to do so;
do not delay traffic.

o If another driver tries to take your turn,
even If you have the right-of-way, let the
other driver proceed. It might prevent a
traffic crash.

o Care, courtesy and common sense should
govern your actions.
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Right-of-Way Situations

o When making a left turn at an intersection, or turning left into an alley or
driveway, yield the right-of-way to all traffic coming from the opposite
direction.

o When approaching a yield sign, slow down to a safe speed and be ready
to stop. If necessary, stop and don’t go ahead until it is safe to do so.

o When the roadway you are driving on is merging into other traffic
without stopping, adjust your speed and vehicle position to allow you to
merge into the new lane safely. If traffic from another roadway is
merging into the roadway you are traveling on, safely change lanes away
from the merging traffic, if you can. If you can’t safely change lanes
away from the merging traffic, adjust your speed and vehicle position to
safely allow the traffic to merge.

o Atintersections with traffic lights, wait until the intersection is clear of
traffic before entering. Do not proceed just because the light turns green,
because another car may try to run the red light!
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Right-of-Way Situations, cont.

o If you are about to enter or cross a highway from an alley, private
road, or highway you must stop and yield the right-of-way to all
other pedestrians and vehicles already traveling on the road or
sidewalk you are entering or crossing.

o If police, fire, or ambulance service vehicles are using their
emergency lights (blue or red lights) and sirens, safely move your
vehicle out of their way. You should slow your vehicle and move
over to the shoulder of the road, or if that is not possible, as far to
the right of the roadway or lane as you can, and stop. You should
always use caution to make that you do not hit other motorists,
bicyclists, or pedestrians while doing so. Do not position your
vehicle so that it blocks an intersection or otherwise prevents the
emergency vehicle from making a necessary turn.
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Right-of-Way Situations, cont.

o Yield to all highway maintenance vehicles and workers in a construction
Zone.

o Unless a sign posted at the intersection prohibits doing so, it is okay to
make a “right turn on red” at an intersection controlled by a traffic light.
You may proceed only after making a complete stop, yielding to all
traffic and pedestrians, and deciding that you can safely complete the
turn.

o Unless a sign posted at the intersection prohibits doing so, it is
permissible to make a “left turn on red” from the left lane of a one-way
street onto a one-way street on which the traffic moves toward the
driver’s left. You may proceed only after making a complete stop,
yielding to all traffic and stopping for pedestrians, and deciding that you
can safely complete the turn.
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Right-of-way Situations, cont.

o When a school bus is about to stop and load and/or unload
children, the bus driver will turn on flashing yellow lights. When
these flashing yellow lights come on, all vehicles approaching the
school bus should slow down and get ready to stop. All drivers
should pay special attention to children who may be walking on
the side of the road or crossing the road.

o Once the flashing lights have turned red and the stop signs are
sticking out from the side of the bus, it is illegal for any vehicle to
pass the stopped school bus while it is loading or unloading
passengers.

o On a highway divided by a median, cars traveling on the opposite
side of the road from the stopped school bus are not required to
stop. However, drivers should remain attentive for children
walking on the side of the road or crossing the road.
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Georgia’s Move-Over Law

o The Georgia Move-Over Law requires drivers to move over one
lane when possible if an emergency vehicle (police, fire,
ambulance) with flashing lights is parked on the side of the
highway. If traffic is too heavy to move over safely, the law
requires drivers to slow down below the posted speed limit AND
to be prepared to stop.

o A violation of the Move-Over Law in Georgia is considered a
moving violation, which means a conviction will result in putting
violation points on a driver’s record. Drivers convicted of a
violation of the Move-Over Law in Georgia will be given three
goints on their driving record and may have to pay a fine up to

500.
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Passing: How to Pass on a Two-lane
Road

o Wait for a passing zone to begin. A passing zone is indicated by striped
lines to the right of the center line of the roadway. If the line nearest to
your vehicle is solid, you are not in a passing zone. Look ahead along the
roadway to determine the length of the passing zone and if there is traffic
approaching from the opposite direction. You must have sufficient time
and space to finish passing and return your vehicle completely to the right
lane before the passing zone ends, before entering an intersection, and
before oncoming traffic is within 200 feet of your vehicle.

o Before you begin to pass, check your rear view and side mirrors, and turn
your head and look back to check your “blind spot.” Be certain that no
one is passing you.

o Turn on your left turn signal before you begin passing.

Passing Zone
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How to Pass on a Two-lane Road,
cont.

o Pass on the left and do not return to the right lane until your
vehicle is safely past the vehicle that you are passing. Wait until
you can see the car you have just passed in your rearview mirror.

o Turn on your right turn signal before returning to the right lane.
Be sure to turn your signal off once you have returned to the right

lane.
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Passing is not allowed on two-lane
roads in the following situations:

o O O

o O

In areas marked by a solid yellow line on the right of the center
line, or a “Do Not Pass” sign, or double yellow lines.

Within 100 feet of a railroad crossing.
Within 100 feet of a bridge or tunnel.

When a car approaching from the opposite direction makes
passing unsafe or will be within 200 feet of your vehicle prior to
you completing your pass.

On a hill or curve where it is not possible to see oncoming
vehicles which might be close enough to be a hazard.

Within 100 feet of an intersection.
On the shoulder of the road.
When a school bus is stopped to load or unload passengers.
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Passing Is Permitted When:

o Correctly passing another vehicle going in the same direction.

o An object in the road makes it necessary to drive to the left of the
center line, but only after yielding to oncoming traffic.

o A road includes two or more marked lanes in the same direction.

o A roadway with more than one lane is restricted to one-way
traffic. Upon a multi-lane, two way highway, you must never
drive to the left of the center line except when authorized to do so
by traffic signals or traffic signs or when making a left turn into an
alley, private road or driveway.
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Passing on the Right &
When Someone Passes You

o Passing On The Right: You may pass on the right of another
vehicle which is making or about to make a left turn if the road is
wide enough for both your vehicle and the vehicle making the left
turn. You may also pass on the right when traveling on a multi-
lane highway carrying two or more lanes of traffic in the same
direction.

o When Someone Passes You: When a driver behind you is trying
to pass your vehicle, watch out for any unsafe actions by the other
driver. It is considered polite for you to slow down a little, to
make it easier for the other vehicle to pass you. It is unlawful to
Increase your speed until you have been passed completely by the
passing vehicle.
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Passing Stopped Cars

o Whenever any vehicle is stopped to permit a pedestrian to cross the road
at a marked crosswalk or unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, the
driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not pass the
stopped vehicle. When stopping to allow a pedestrian to cross in front of
you, leave enough room between your vehicle and the crosswalk so that
approaching traffic can see the entire crosswalk.

o Slow down and prepare to stop if you are approaching an intersection
where other vehicles are stopped, even if the traffic lights or traffic signs
indicate they are allowed to drive ahead. If they are stopped because they
are allowing a pedestrian to cross the roadway, their vehicle may block
your view of the pedestrian.
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Passing Bicyclists

o Bicycle riders have the same rights and responsibilities on the road
as car drivers. Bicycles are permitted to travel in the center of the
traffic lane if there are safety hazards on the right side of the road
(like parked cars or trash) or if the lane is too narrow for a bicycle
and a vehicle to share. Pass bicycles with caution, treating them as
you would any other vehicle and according to Georgia law. Car
drivers should not try to pass a bicycle while remaining in the
same lane of traffic, because this could force bicycles to swerve to
avoid road hazards, and cause a collision.
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Passing Motorcyclists & Weaving

o Passing Motorcyclists: A motorcycle legally occupies the full width of a
single lane when traveling. When passing a motorcycle, a driver must
pass in another lane. Drivers are not permitted to occupy the same lane as
a motorcycle while passing them.

o Weaving: It is unlawful to weave from one lane of traffic to another in
order to move faster than the flow of traffic. A motorist may change lanes
on a multi-lane highway and pass slower moving vehicles only when it is
safe to do so. Drivers should use the turn signal when changing lanes in
order to warn other vehicles.
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Turning and Turn Signals

STOP

RIGHT TURN

LEFT TURN

Turn movements by motor vehicles are regulated by law, and failure to
observe the law can be a violation. Drivers must know and understand the
law in order to turn safely and avoid accidents.
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A turn signal must be given whenever a
right or left turn is made. You must turn
on your turn signal ahead of time to alert
other drivers before turning. Never
decide to make a turn at the “last
minute.” Turning quickly or in an out-
of-control way can be dangerous to you
and other drivers.

It is against the law to flash turn signals
as a courtesy or “do pass” signal to other
drivers in the rear.
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How to Make a Right Turn

o Turn on your right turn signal in order to let drivers behind you and in
front of you know that you are going to turn right.

o Approach the intersection in the right lane, staying close to the curb or
edge of the roadway.

o If there is a bicycle lane on the road on which you are traveling, you must
yield to bicyclists traveling straight through the intersection before
making a right turn.

o Make the turn so that you end up in the right lane of the street onto which
you have turned and avoid entering any other lane of traffic. If there are
multiple turning lanes on the street you are turning from, complete the
turn so that your vehicle ends up in the corresponding lane on the street
you are turning onto.
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How to Make a Left Turn

O O

Turn on your left turn signal in order to let drivers behind you and in
front of you know that you are going to turn.

Move into the far left lane of the direction in which you are traveling, or
into the turning lane, if one is provided.

Keep your wheels straight until you begin making the turn.

Yield the right-of-way to all vehicles, including bicycles, that are
appéoaching from the opposite direction or pedestrians crossing either
road.

When safe to do so, make your turn so that your vehicle ends up in the
left lane of your direction of traffic in the street you turned onto.

If there are multiple turning lanes on the street you are turning from,
complete the turn so that your vehicle ends up in the corresponding lane
on the street you are turning onto.

You must stop and remain stopped for any pedestrians in the crosswalk of
the road you are turning onto until they have cleared the lanes of traffic
that you are traveling on.



(@

o B TH

o

. HTH IS TR T At AT afge ATadesdrs giud RIS I9 debd

fe e

|
. TR ATAT TRTEHT ATATE AT TSl ATHT T AT TH oA
YT AT TFHT I8 963, |
. STEEE ST Y 9 oA |, TAGEH TSRl ITEIES (eT IETerd |

o0 S o N _ =~ [N c
- Tquitaare AGT TRIEH TSI ATghd AAT dTdl AMNREH ddaTesels
> \D\ \l
- WA g3 A1 "I AR gF Zhebehl a9did RATIT ASheld TS|

FHISEH |

A = S N NN N N N
o« YY TAT T ATHT ST THIGET |, ATR TF FSbebl dof ATHT T

ASHAAT ST FATI] TS |

- AT Y GIHH dddles HUHT ST A Taeg ¥ Iiasd drel
TRETATEH (e T8 |




Watching for Pedestrians When Making
Turns

o At most intersections where there is a pedestrian crossing light, the
“WALK?” signal of the crossing street corresponds to the green light of
the roadway you are traveling on. This means that when you are allowed
to turn, pedestrians are allowed to cross the street onto which you are
turning at the same time. So, before making your turn, you must stop and
remain stopped for any pedestrians in the crosswalk of the road onto
which you wish to turn until they have cleared the lanes of traffic upon
which you are traveling.




THTST &I ACATeedTs STHHT e :

O Afge FATATTHT TATETATS B (a8 a@l I5g, | THH]
ATH ATAT TEeh STETHT BIAT AT T Teqeg | AHh
A AThATs IF ATHIT ITTHI THIHT AThl STalH]
ACATESeATS i BT T A HIT UTUhT greg AHBRI AThH
TF AT A Taeg ¥ ST Fdledd A T oTel




U-Turns & Making Turns on Multi-lane
Highways

o U-Turns: Do not make a “U” turn on a curve or near the top of a hill if
you cannot be seen by other drivers approaching from either direction. Do
not make a U-turn where signs prohibit doing so.

o Making Turns on Multi-Lane Highways: On a multi-lane, two-way
highway, you must never drive to the left of the center line except when
making a left turn. If there are traffic lights or traffic signs, then you may
only complete the turn when allowed to do so by the traffic lights or
signs. When making left turns, you must always yield to oncoming
traffic, and wait for pedestrians to clear the lanes of traffic, driveway,
sidewalk, or alley you are turning into.
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Stopping, Standing, Parking, and
Backing Up

©)

It is against the law to park on a highway. If your vehicle is disabled, you

should make every effort to move off the highway, and make sure that
your vehicle is visible to other traffic for 200 feet in each direction.

Stopping, Standing or Parking is not
permitted under the following conditions
at any time:

Stopping, Standing or Parking is

permitted momentanly to pick up

or drop off passengers under the
following conditions:

On the street side of any parked
vehicle

On a sidewalk

Within an intersection

On a crosswalk

Between a safety zone and the
adjacent curb

Alongside or opposite any street
excavation or obstruction when
stopping, standing, or parking would
obstruct traffic

Upon a bridge or overpass, or within a
tunnel, underpass or subway

On any railroad tracks

On a controlled access highway

At any place marked by a no-parking
sign
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¢ In front of a public or private
driveway

¢  Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant

¢  Within 20 feet of a crosswalk
at an intersection

¢  Within 30 feet of a stop sign,
yield sign, or traffic control

signal

+  Within 20 feet of a fire station
driveway

+  Within 50 feet of a railroad
Crossing

+ At any place where official
signs prohibit standing
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Steps for Parallel Parking

1. Drive past the parking space
you wish to use and stop when
you are almost even with the car
ahead of the space (you should
be almost 2 feet from the other
car door to door).

2. Turn your wheels sharply to
the right and back slowly toward
the car behind the space you
wish to use.

3. As your front door passes the
back bumper of the car ahead of
the space you wish to use,
quickly straighten your wheels
and continue to back diagonally
into the space in a straight line.
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4. When your front bumper
Is completely clear of the
car ahead of you, turn your
wheels sharply to the left
and back slowly toward the
car behind you.

5. Stop before hitting the
car behind you. Place the
car in drive, turn your
wheels sharply to the right
and pull toward the center
of the parking space.

6. Always give the
appropriate turn signal
before you begin parking
and when you exit from a
parallel parking space.
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Backing Up

o Before backing up, check all sides of your vehicle to make sure it
Is safe to do so. You should turn your head and look over your
right shoulder while backing up; do not depend only on your
mirrors.

o For buses and large vehicles, the driver should use all mirrors and
utilize a reliable person to observe and direct while backing up the
vehicle.
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